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Introduction: 

This exercise invites students to explore what rights they think children should 

or shouldn’t have.   

• The question of what age children might or might not have these rights 

can be specified in the exercise, or left as a point of discussion. 

• It may be helpful to introduce in advance the idea that a right is 

something you are entitled to (not something you have to earn, or be 

given as a favour), and that we can have rights granted to us by law, or by 

institutions such as schools or families.   

• Most rights create duties for others – my right to choose my own bed time, 

means that others have a duty not to interfere with me staying up late, or 

my right to an education means others have duties to provide education) 

• Note this exercise is not about what rights children DO have, but which 

rights children SHOULD have. 

 

 

Categories – to put on cards on the floor 

Rights (10 year old) children should have           

???               

Rights (10 year old) children shouldn’t have 

 

 

Items – Print on cards, and give out to students – one per pair or group of three.  

They must decide which category they fall under, and why.  When whole group 

discussion starts, ask for one card at a time, and discuss each in detail, noting on 

the board the ideas that are raised, and the disagreements had. 

 

To play 

To choose whether to do homework 

To intentionally harm each other  

To safety  

To have guns 

To go to bed whenever they like 

To love 

To argue with their elders 

To their own Facebook account 

To make choices 

To basic necessities 

To have a pet 

To drive a car  

 

 

You might also invite children to add some other things they think could fall 

under the different categories, after the initial discussion 

 

 



 

Substantive questions that may assist the inquiry: 

 

Why should we have this right? 

Where would the right come from? (Law? School? Family?) 

What do your rights mean for others? 

Do you need a right to do something that comes naturally? 

Should we have a right to everything that is a need? 

Do you only have rights to what you need or can you have rights to what 

you want? 

Would your right to  . . . interfere with anyone else's rights?  

Does everyone have to have the same rights? 

 

 

 

Skill themes that might be useful for this inquiry: 

 

 Distinctions: “Is there a difference between … and …?” 

 Assumptions: “Are we taking anything for granted?” 

 Implications: “If we made that a right, what would follow/happen?” 

 


