
Doing Science Concept Game  (see “How to use a concept game”) 

 

Are these activities “Doing science”, Not doing science” or “not sure” – say what you 

think and give your reasons! 

 

Looking at birds out of the window 

Reading a book about science 

Following the instructions for an experiment from your science text book  

Following a recipe in a cookbook 

Counting how many times a month your cat catches a mouse 

Counting how many times Homer says “Doh” in an episode of the Simpsons 

Sketching a flower 

Anything you do in a science lesson 

Wondering why your cat catches more mice than the neighbour’s cat 

Wondering if maybe the bell on your neighbour’s cat stops it catching birds 

Working out why your family’s DVD player isn’t recording 

Multiplying really big numbers together 

Wondering whether a tooth will dissolve in Coca cola 

Testing to see whether a tooth will dissolve in Coca cola 

 

 

Questions to assist the inquiry 

If you just count something is that science? 

What more might you have to do? 

Can you do science on one cat, or do you need lots of cats? 

Is all problem solving science? 

Is all science problem solving? 

What makes something “an experiment”?  

Can anyone do science? 

Can you do science about anything? 

Does it matter for what purpose you are multiplying the big numbers?  

If you are just wondering about something, are you doing science? 

 

 

Set up 

An activity that might help us think about what WE think it means to do science 

 

3 rules for you – one at a time, try and test each idea that comes up, when you agree or 

diasgree with each other explain your reasons 

 

3 rules for me – help you test the ideas that come up, not allowed to give my opinion, not 

allowed to tell anyone that their ideas are great . ..  
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