
Vanya Kovach 2010 

Evil 
 

Some quotes about evil, found on the internet, to stimulate discussion 

  

"Good" are the things we like. "Evil" are the things we dislike. It often depends on who 

or what you are. As Diane Vera says, if you're a mouse, cats are evil, but to the pet 

owner, cats are heavenly. Therefore, evil is not an essence - it is a value judgment. 

  

Charlotte Perkins Gilman: It is told that Buddha, going out to look on life, was greatly 

daunted by death. "They all eat one another!" he cried, and called it evil. This process I 

examined, changed the verb, said, "They all feed one another," and called it good.  

Albert Einstein: The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but 

because of those who look on and do nothing. 

Leonardo da Vinci: He who does not punish evil, commands it to be done. 

Mary Wollstonecraft: No man chooses evil because it is evil; he only mistakes it for 

happiness, the good he seeks. 

 

Some questions to guide general discussion on evil 

What is evil? 

• Is there a difference between “bad” and “evil”?  What is it? 

• Can you be evil without meaning to be evil? What does your answer tell us about 

evil? 

• Can only people be evil, or can animals too? What does your answer tell us about 

evil? 

• Can little children be evil? 

• Can things be evil? 

 

Evil and good 

• Can we recognise good if evil doesn’t exist? (Many people claim that we cannot, 

so lets test this idea . . .)  

• If not, would it be better to have both good and evil, and know what good is, or to 

have only good, and not be aware of how good it is? 

• What would you say in answer to this question if a) you were someone who had 

mostly good in their lives, b) someone who had mostly pain and misery? 

• Does evil keep some people in work?  Is that a good enough justification for 

allowing evil? 


