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Fair deals: Consider this Danish folk tale . . .  

 

The farmer had a hill among his fields, which he did not want to leave idle. So he plowed 

it, but the troll who lived under the hill came out and asked him: 

 

"How dare you plow my roof?" 

 

"I didn't know it was your roof," the farmer said, "but it is neither to your advantage nor 

to mine for us to allow the land to lie idle. Let me plow and plant. The first year you may 

take what is growing above the ground, and I shall reap what grows in the earth. The next 

year we will change around."  

  

The deal was made, and the first year the farmer planted carrots. The second year he 

sowed wheat. The troll got the tops of the carrots and the roots of the wheat. In this way 

they lived in harmony. 

 

 

To get an agenda of questions for inquiry: 

Q - What questions do you have about this story? OR 

Q – What are the “big ideas” or themes in this story?  What questions do you have about 

those? 

 

Basic questions to guide discussion for younger students 
(Warm up questions) 

What do you think of the farmer?  

What do you think of the troll? 

  

(Then . . ) 

Was the deal that the farmer offered a good deal?  Why or why not? 

If you think not, what would have been a better deal?  Why would that be better? 

What makes a deal a fair deal? 

  

 

Excerise:  Fair and unfair 

In groups of 4, come up with two things you agree are unfair, and two things you agree 

are fair. Be sure to give reasons for why you think each one is either fair or unfair 

 

The facilitator then gathers all the examples on the board, and encourages discussion 

about the reasons why they are fair and unfair 

 

Questions the facilitator can use to focus the discussion: 

  

Q - Do we give the same reasons each time, or different reasons? 

Q - Do we mean more than one thing by "fairness"?   

Q – Can we say what some different ideas of fairness might be? 


