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Fairness Concept Game 

 

 

There are a number of different (and sometimes competing) conceptions of fairness.  In 

this concept exploration game, it is unlikely that the class will move towards one single 

definition.  Instead, the facilitator should encourage the students to distinguish between 

different types of fairness.  Begin by using the simple categories “Fair” and “Not fair” 

and “?”, but invite the students to create new categories on the floor as the exercise 

progresses.   

 

Here are some of the different conceptions that underlie the choice of the items for the 

game listed below: 

 

Fairness is  . . . 

• equal treatment 

• to each according to their needs 

• to each according to their effort 

• to each according to their achievement 

• from each according to their ability 

 

In your preparation for the session, ask yourself which of these each of the items raises.  

Are there other notions of fairness not mentioned above that you can either see in these 

items, or think of yourself? 

 

Two particular issues raised by the items are: 

a)  Is “luck” fair or unfair?  Some claim that the only things that can be fair or unfair are 

human practices, and not things which happen as a result of natural processes.  Some 

items could therefore go in a category called “neither fair nor unfair”.  If this does not 

emerge from the students discussion you could ask “are some things neither fair nor 

unfair?”  Ask for some more examples. 

 

b)  Is favoring one person over another fair?  The answer to this might depend on whether 

the person has a special role related responsibility to treat other equally.  This theme 

might emerge when comparing  thoughts on the “favorite friend” and “favorite student” 

items. 

 

 

Be sure to record any questions that are raised by the students in the discussion and either 

address them at the time, or save them for consideration by the group in a later session. 

 

Throughout, use your procedural questions to deepen thinking, and plan for an 

opportunity for the students to sum up what they each think at the end, and to reflect on 

how well they worked as a community in this exercise. 
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Items for the exercise:  (Use a range of these, but not necessarily all of them.  With a 

younger group perhaps just use items 1, 2, 3, 4, plus a few others of your choice) 

 

 

Everyone at the picnic gets the same amount of chocolate cake 

 

Everyone gets the same amount of food 

 

Everyone in the class gets the same mark for their spelling test 

 

Only the winners of sports contests get the glory and the prizes 

 

Doctors and lawyers are more respected in the community than rubbish collectors  

 

Some people are stronger than others 

 

Some people are smarter than others 

 

Some people get killed by volcanic eruptions 

 

Very few people win Lotto 

 

Some people have more money than others 

 

Some people have to work harder than others 

 

Some people earn more money than others 

 

People who earn more money pay higher taxes 

 

The children of wealthy parents can get better Christmas presents  

 

Children of wealthy parents can get a better education that other children 

 

You are nicest to your favorite friend 

 

Your teacher is nicest to their favorite student 

 

Only doctors and nurses have a duty to help sick strangers 

 

It costs everybody the same amount to go to the doctor 

 


