
“Homeless” Concept Exploration Activity 
Topic requested by P4CNZ member. 
 
Homelessness is a sensitive and important issue. This activity could be used in conjunction 
with reports about homeless people in the news, concern raised by class members or an 
image or picture book that raises the issue. 
 
Note that this activity is not about the ethics of homelessness (what should be done about 
homelessness, why, by who, and how?) but about the concept itself.  However, it may 
stimulate ethical inquiry, so be prepared for that!   Feel free to prune or adapt the cases below 
to suit the age and background of your class. 
 
Method 
Print on large slips of paper, and hand to pairs or 3s, to decide which category these items fit 
under, and why.  Then invite the students to put them down under the categories and explain 
their reasons.  Ask for questions, agreements and disagreements.  Record the main ideas on 
the board, under the three categories.  At the end, ask the students to write their own 
definition of homelessness in their journals. 
 
Categories:  Homeless                  Not Homeless                     ???? 
 
Cases: 
Living in rental accommodation 
Sleeping beneath a bridge 
Living in your own home, with no family 
Living in a camper van 
Sleeping in your car 
Being a backpacker 
Being an ambassador to a foreign country 
Living secretly in someone's unused garage 
Living secretly in someone's unused Bach/crib 
Sharing a one room apartment with 4 other people  
Staying every night in the YMCA 
Being a nomad who carries a tent 
Newly arrived in town, haven’t found accommodation yet 
Staying with friends for a while because you have been evicted 
Living in a refugee camp 
Monks living in a monastery  
 
Some of the questions that the above cases raise, which you might add – sparingly! – to the 
inquiry.  Be sure to wait and see if these issues arise naturally from discussion. 

 Is any place you call home, your home? 
 Do you have to be entitled (by ownership or contract or permission) to live in a place 

for it to be your home? 
 Can you be at home in a whole country, even if there’s no particular place that is your 

home? 
 If you don’t have a place to live, are you “homeless”? 
 Can a place you stay in temporarily be your home? 
 If the place you stay changes every day, are you “homeless”?  
 What makes a place a home? 


