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Is this music? 

 

Are the following things music? 

If so, why? 

If not, why not? 

 

Bird song        

Dog howls                             

Church bells 

Wind chimes 

The cannon fire in the 1812 Overture 

Drum solos in rock songs 

Drumming done to send messages between villages 

A 2 year old banging a toy drum 

A chimpanzee making sounds with a ukulele 

A poem spoken rhythmically 

Advertising jingles 

The chiming of a clock 

One note repeated 27 times 

Mobile phone ring tones 

Four minutes of silence, presented at a concert by a famous composer 

The sound of the ocean 

 

 

Some questions to assist the discussion: 

Does music have to be composed by someone? 

If we listen to something in the way we usually listen to music, does that make it music? 

If the cannon fire in the overture is music, is cannon fire used in war music? 

Does music need to have a fixed sequence of notes? 

If the two year old was banging a table, not a drum, would that make any difference? 

Is a poem spoken rhythmically the same as rap music? 

If someone was trying to argue that rap wasn’t music, what would they say? 

Can just one note be music? 

Can music be so bad it isn’t really music? 

 

 

This exercise could be done as a concept game (see the “How to use a concept game” 

document if you haven’t used this kind of exercise before).  If you do this, add in a 

variety of examples of things that we usually think of as obviously music, e.g. 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, the 1812 Overture itself, the pop song at the top of the 

chart, free form jazz, your Mum’s favourite love song etc.  Choose examples 

appropriate for the age and background of your students, and consider playing some 

music . . . 

 


