
Sort the Questions – Year 1 or 2 
 

An activity to use when beginning philosophical inquiry with young children. 

 

Aims:  To raise awareness about different types of questions. To model philosophical 

questions.  To give practice in reason giving. 

 

Method: 

Print the questions and the categories below onto a set of large cards, which can be 

blutacked to the board.  Read out each one, following the process below before 

beginning on the next.  Explain to the class that first they will give answers, and then 

think about whether the questions are easy to answer or not. 

 

First, ask for the answer to the question.  For most of the non-philosophical questions, 

do this by asking for hands up for yes and no.  For the “favourite colour”, and the 

“how old” question, take individual answers, asking everyone that has the same 

answer to put their hands up.  For the philosophical ones, allow some discussion to 

develop for a few minutes, (do a quick pair discussion if there are lots of hands up) 

then move to the next step . . . (promise them they can come back to that discussion 

later if you want to!) 

 

Second, ask the class in what category they think the question should be placed, and 

prompt for a reason for the answers.  “Why is that easy to answer?” and “Why is that 

something you have to think about?”  Do some basic recording of their answers on 

another part of the board, or on paper. 

 

 

Categories: 

Easy to answer      You have to think about it  

     

Questions: 

Did you have breakfast this morning? 

Do you have a sister? 

What makes a story interesting? 

Is your nose on your face? 

Why do we have rules? 

What’s your favourite colour? 

Does your Dad drive a car? 

If you change your name, are you the same person? 

How old are you? 

Are older people wiser than younger people? 

 

Feel free to add questions of your own or adapt these ones.  Be sure to have a mix of 

clearly non-philosophical and philosophical questions! 

 

Follow up questions:   

 What makes the “easy to answer” questions easy to answer? 

 What makes the “you have to think about it” questions not so easy to answer? 

 Are there any “You have to think about it” questions that you would like to 

think about together? 


