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1.  When we meet alien beings, how would we know if they: 

• Can understand our attempts at communication 
• Are thinking beings 
• Have feelings 
• Are friendly 
• (add in their own ideas here) 

Area of philosophy - epistemology.  Key questions: Would we have to be able to 
communicate to find out the answers to all these questions?  What other evidence 
could we look for?   If we look at behaviour, - could there be any other explanation of 
that behaviour? How certain could we be? How certain do we need to be? 

Area of philosophy - ethics. Key questions: If you are not sure that something is a 
thinking being, how should we treat it? If we are not sure that something is friendly, 
how should we act? If something is a being with feelings, but not a thinking being, 
how should we treat it? 

Area of philosophy - Metaphysics. Key questions: Can something be a thinking being 
if it has no feelings? can something be a friendly being if it has no feelings?  Can 
something be a communicating being if it is not a thinking being? 

 

2.  We should spend billions of dollars on space exploration....  (which do you agree 
with, and why?) 

• Right now 
• When we have stopped climate change  
• When we have made some progress on climate change 
• When we discover that climate change cannot be stopped 
• When less than 25% of the earth's population are poor 
• When less than 5% of the earth's population are poor 
• When none of the world's population are poor 
• Never 

 

3.  Some people think that when we explore space, we will meet alien beings who are 
superior to us - but what would would make them "superior", and why?  What would 
make them "inferior", and why? 

	  


