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The Olympics – some philosphical questions . . . 

 
(Note that some of the questions listed under one key question could also be relevant to 

inquiry about another key question.  Many of the questions below could be gathered 

under the theme: “Fairness in the Olympics”) 

 

 

Key question: What should be in the Olympics? 

 

Some sports are part of the Olympics and others are not.  What do you think the reasons 

for this are?  Are they good reasons? 

 Why should volley ball be part of the Olympics but cricket not? 

Why are rhythmic gymnastics and ice dancing part of the Olympics but other 

forms of dance not? 

Should there be basketball competitions especially for shorter people, as there are 

weightlifting and boxing competitions for lighter people? 

Should sports that are very likely to lead to lead to injury (gymnastics, boxing) be 

excluded? 

 

 

 

Key question: What is the nature and purpose of the Olympics? 

 

What is the purpose of the Olympics? 

Can competition between individuals promote co-operation between nations? 

Can competition between individuals create conflict between nations? 

How can a country win a medal, when only one of its citizens wins the race? 

 

Why do we cheer for the winner?  What values does this show that we have? Are they 

good values to have? 

Why do we cheer for the underdog?  What values does this show we have?  Are they 

good values to have? 

 

 

 

Key question:  Who should participate in the Olympics? 

 

Why is the Olympics a competition between nations, rather than individuals?  Are those 

good reasons? 

Should we limit the number of competitors and teams per country, so each nation has 

equal representation? 

Is it OK for a Chinese person who could not get into the Chinese table tennis team to 

move to New Zealand, in order to play table tennis for New Zealand? 
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Key question:  Is it justifiable to ban the use of performance enhancing drugs at the 

Olympics? 

 

Why should performance enhancing drugs be banned at the Olympics? 

When you have collected your reasons, consider the following questions: 

Is it fair that cyclists from some countries can some can afford very high tech 

bikes, and others can’t? 

Is it fair that runners from some countries can afford special low wind resistance 

clothing, and others can’t? 

Is it fair that some people have greater natural advantages than those they 

compete with (e.g. Tiger Woods has better than 20/20 vision, African and 

Polynesian people have a greater proportion of muscle fibre in their bodies than 

Europeans and Asians) 

How much luck is there in being a winner? 

 

 

Key question:  Is the expenditure on the Olympics justifiable? 

 

How much money (and time and effort) do you think is spent by the host nation, the 

competing countries and the individual competitors? 

What other things could be achieved with the use of these resources? 

What is gained by  the host nation, the competing countries and the individual 

competitors?  What is lost? 

Which would do more good overall – spending time and money on the Olympics, or the 

other things that could be achieved? 

Do people have a right to expend their own money on sporting contests? 

Do nations have a right to expend their country’s money on sporting contests? 

Should the United Nations support the Olympics, or oppose it? 


