
Some questions about travel in the future 

 

 
In the future, travel might be much faster – in what ways would that be good?  In what 

ways not? 

 

In the future, we might be able to travel anywhere we liked - in what ways would that 

be good?  In what ways not? 

 

In what other ways could we make travel better?  Give reasons for why those changes 

would be better. 

 

What might have to be sacrificed in order to have “better travel”?  How should we 

weigh those things against the advantages of better travel? 

 

(or more generally – How could travel be better in the future?  What challenges can we 

raise against the idea that these changes would indeed be better?) 

 

 

 

Travel using a teletransporter. 
 

You are stranded on Mars.  Your space ship has broken down and it will be three years 

until a rescue mission arrives.  You can survive that long but want to get home.  On 

board your ship, however, is the Acme Mark I Teletransporter.   The scientist who 

installed it told you that if you got stranded, all you had to do was to activate the 

machine, step inside and moments later you would step out again in her laboratory on 

Earth.  It sounds like just what you need.  Before you activate the machine though, you 

take the time to read the teletransporter manual, to find out how it works.  You learn 

that what the machine does is to make an exact blueprint of your body and all of your 

memories, personality traits, thoughts and feelings.  It then dismantles your body, and 

sends the information to earth, where the receiving machine reconstitutes your body out 

of its own store of atoms, exactly in accordance with the blueprint. 

 

• Would you use the teletransporter?  Do you think YOU would step out at the 

other end? 

• If so, why, and if not, why not? 

• What, then, do you consider is essentially YOU? 

• What if the machine malfunctioned and two of you stepped out on Earth? 

• What if the machine malfunctioned and the one on Mars was not destroyed? 

 

 

 

 

More on  identity - The Wooden Ship. 

 
A historic wooden ship is kept in a place of honour in your harbour.  Over the years 

though, some of the boards rot and are replaced, the sails get torn and new ones are 

substituted, a crack appears in the keel and it is replaced, and so on, until, 40 years later, 

there is not a single board left that was there 40 years ago.  Each replacement has, of 
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course, been carried out with scrupulous attention to historical authenticity and the ship 

is exactly the same in appearance as it ever was. 

 

• Is it the same ship? 

• What reasons might you have for saying that it is? 

• What reasons might you have for saying that it isn't?  If it isn't, at what point did 

it become a different ship? 

• The cells in your body are all replaced every seven years - are you the same 

person you were seven years ago? 

 

 

 

 

Time Travel :  Six Scenarios for Discussion 

 

 

1)  You travel back in time 50 years, and spend 5 years in the 1940s.  Then you return to 

2002, programming your time machine so that you arrive one second after you left.  

How much older are you when you return?  One second older or 5 years older? 

 

2)  You are 13 years old.  You travel back in time 11 years, and see yourself as a 2 year 

old.  Which one is you?  Can you be in two places at the same time?  What if you 

travelled back only 15 minutes and met yourself?  Could you be both people? 

 

3)  You travel back in time 60 years, to visit your grandmother’s beloved school.  As 

you leave, you accidentally knock over a candle and the school catches fire and burns to 

the ground.  When you get back to 2002, is your grandmother the same as when you left 

her?  If she has changed, when did she change?  What if she was in the school when it 

burnt down and died in the fire? 

 

4)  You travel back in time 70 years and, thinking you are doing the world a favour, 

take the opportunity to kill the young Hitler.  Is the world you return to the same as the 

one you left?  What happened to the original 2002? Does the original 2002 still exist 

somewhere? 

 

5)  You travel back in time 5 years, and with a sword you are holding in your right 

hand, cut off the right hand of your earlier self.  Is this possible? 

 

6)  A very technologically advanced cybernetic organism arrives from the future, and is 

destroyed.  However, a small portion of its working parts remain, and these are used by 

scientists to work out the first steps in the technology that later makes cybernetic 

organisms possible.  Who invents the cyborg technology? 

 

After thinking about these scenarios, do you think time travel is possible? 

 

 

 


