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What makes you an Aucklander? 
(Created for an Auckland School - adapt for your home town  . . . ) 
 

Are these people Aucklanders? 

 

 Mr S is a teacher from England who has a three year contract teaching at an 

Auckland school – he will live in Mt Albert for 3 years, and go home to England at 

the end. 

 

Roza is from Bosnia.  She came here with her parents 5 years ago, and they came to 

stay here for good. But Roza hates Auckland and wishes all the time she was 

somewhere else. 

 

Mrs L was born and raised in Auckland.  She drives her 4WD off road in the 

Waitakere Ranges, not caring what she destroys, and laughs when her cats kill native 

birds.  She empties her portable toilet into the Manukau harbour. 

 

Mr Z will be in Auckland for 9 months only, on business.  As soon as he arrived, he 

joined the local Forest and Bird Society, and a volunteer organisation helping under-

privileged kids in Auckland.  He wants to be a part of the city for as long as he is 

here. 

 

Ms X was born in Dunedin – she moved to Auckland for a job when she was 20, and 

now she has lots of friends here, and has decided to stay in Auckland for the rest of 

her life.  But whenever anyone asks, she says, “I am a Mainlander, not an 

Aucklander!” 

 

Robert was born in Auckland, but has never been up One Tree Hill, hates the sight of 

the Sky Tower, thinks the Sydney Harbour Bridge is much better than the Auckland 

Harbour Bridge, and prefers his XBox to a day at the beach or at the zoo. 

 

 

What matters? 

 

How long you live here? 

Whether you love the city or hate it? 

Whether you are involved in the Auckland community? 

Whether you care for or ruin the local environment? 

Whether you say you are? 

Whether you feel connected to the icons of Auckland? 

 

 

 

Auckland Icons 
 

What are some examples of Auckland icons? 

What makes them icons?  Is there something that they all have in common? 

Could any of these things stop being Auckland icons?  How? 
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Can we make something new that would become an Auckland icon?  How could we 

make sure it did become an icon? 

Can we make ANYTHING into an Auckland icon?  If not, why not? 

Consider:   

The sewage ponds at Mangere 

The Prime Minister’s home in Mt Albert 

Your pencil case 

The biggest kauri in the Waitakere ranges 

A movie theatre 

 . . . 

 


